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➢ enabling survival and improving the status of the species through

• establishment of an EAZA ex-situ programme (Alpenzoo)

• collection and publication of biological data, e.g. 
o communication
o behaviour
o physiology etc.

• monitoring of the in-situ population

• public relations & awareness-raising for the species

• long-term:
o protection of natural habitat
o reintroduction in known and other suitable habitats (IUCN guidelines)
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Ex-situ holding of this unknown species: Quarantine station
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Ex-situ holding of this unknown species: first enclosures
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Ex-situ holding of this unknown species: current enclosures
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o ca. 65 offspring in total
o ca. 30 individuals in current ex situ population:

• Alpenzoo Innsbruck: 4,5
• Haus des Meeres Wien: 1,0
• Zoo Salzburg: 2,0
• Tierpark Berlin: 4,1
• Zoo Berlin: 7,2
• Zoo Zagreb: 2,2

Our successes since 2021:
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Sexing

Catching

Documentation
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Veterinary examinations and first CT scans
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Successes to date
• great public interest generated
• first research outputs

o nest building behaviour
o gestation period (21-24 d)
o litter size (2-3)
o activity patterns (diurnal & nocturnal)
o communication (audible & ultrasonic sounds)
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International conservation collaborations

• ex-situ success through international zoo collaboration
• collaboration with IUCN SSC Small Mammal SG
• established IUCN Centre for Species Survival at Alpenzoo

• launched transnational in-situ conservation initiative 
• Austria (Tyrol) & Germany (Bavaria)
• EU-funded (INTERREG Bay-Aut VI-A 2021-2027)
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Next steps for the Bavarian pine vole – I

➢ Establish a large, stable ex-situ population
• evaluate & improve keeping and husbandry
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➢ Exhibit the species to Alpenzoo visitors
• populate the on-show enclosure with animals



Next steps for the Bavarian pine vole – II

➢ Continue and expand monitoring:

• field season 2025 starting soon
o monitoring existing sites
o live-trapping to boost the ex-situ population
o exploration of identified potential additional sites

• identify potential areas of occurrence
o species distribution modelling
o field scouting
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Next steps for the Bavarian pine vole – III

➢ Expand Research
• ongoing research topics, e.g.:

o bioacoustics & communication
o parasites
o reproduction management

• new topics:
o ex- & in-situ physiology
o monitor rewilding responses and success

https://biodiversity.eurac.edu/
pixabay
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Next steps for the Bavarian pine vole – IV

o Increase public awareness
o media interaction
o outreach

o schools
o landowners
o general public

o information campaigns at field population sites
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We are grateful to our 
colleagues, supporters & 

partners…
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Thank you for 
your interest!

Dr. André Stadler, PhD – Director Alpenzoo Innsbruck-Tirol

Laura Ganner, BSc – Curator Alpenzoo Innsbruck-Tirol 

office@alpenzoo.at
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